
How to use Shutter-priority mode 
Shutter-priority mode is perfect when you care about shutter speed beyond all else. Here's what 
you need to know to use it. 
 

 

What it is 
You use shutter-priority mode when you need to control shutter speed and don't care (much) 
about aperture. You determine the shutter speed you want, and the camera automatically 
adjusts the aperture to maintain the correct exposure. 
 
 



When to use it 
When should you care most about shutter speed? Some examples: 

● When you're trying to stop action, you need to set the shutter speed faster than the 
subject you're photographing. 

● If you want to make moving objects look blurry, you need to set the shutter speed slower 
than the subject. 

● When you're using a telephoto lens without a tripod or if you have shaky hands, you 
have to set the shutter speed high enough that you won't introduce camera shake, which 
for most people is at 1/60 at the lowest.  

● If lighting conditions are changing constantly or the subject is moving erratically, 
Shutter-priority mode requires the least amount of thought except for Program or Auto 
mode. 

Choosing a speed: Between 1/80- and 1/125-second works well in most cases; I chose 
1/80-second as my slowest general setting because I know that's safe for me to hand-hold 
without shaking. You need to figure out what that setting is for yourself, because you don't want 
to drop below that point thoughtlessly. By "thoughtlessly," I mean you really have to concentrate 
to hand-hold effectively as the speeds get slower: control your breathing, brace yourself against 
something, and be careful not to move the camera as you press the shutter release button to 
take the picture. 

Increasing the shutter speed stops movement. 

 Decreasing the shutter speed blurs movement. 

 

What are the drawbacks of Shutter-priority mode? 

There aren't many issues to worry about. You can get used to it as fast as automatic mode; 
sometimes faster, since you have control over too-blurry photos and focus area. My one caveat: 
it's easy to forget to pay attention to the aperture setting or check the exposure indicator.  

 


